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Argentine Desk 
U.S.Dept. of State 
Washington, D.C. 
20520 

Dear^Mr. Bumpus, 
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You asked us for an assessment of the recent incidence 
of disappearances and torture, prior to Secretary V’ance’s 
trip to Argentina; I therefore enclose inf or~.ation on cases 
which have come to our attention over the last several months. 
Unfortunately, Amnesty International's records on_ Argentina 
are not sufficiently comprehensive to generate a well-founded 
analysis of trends, nor in most instances does tie approach 
we tc*;e enable us to make such assess.ments . However from the 
evidence available to us, it is apparent that the phenomenon 
of disappearance is a continuing and serious problem. 


I, Disappearances ^ ' 

I understand that during Septe.mber and October 1977, the followin 
cases have been drawn to the attention of the International 
Secretariat's Research Department, all involving abduction and 
subsequent disappearance. 


1) Mario Tempone, Dean of the School of Architecture, and 
his wife, in September 

2) Susana Leda Barco de Surghi, a delegate from the Sindi- 
cato de Educadores Prit'ados, abducted on the 16th of 
October in the Villa Maria area of Cordoba 

3) Juan Raul Bourg on 5 September, and his wife on 7 Septem- 


4) Dr. ■■•arta Arguello and Dr. Ana Maria .Mascio on September 
7 in Cordoba. Dr. Arguello was the attorney for Roque 
Romero ( an AI adopted prisoner ) in addition to repfesent- 

: ing a metalworkers union with Dr, Mascio. 

5) Laura pues Daba de Correa, in September, wife of AI adopted 
prisoner Nestor Correa, whoi is held in Rawson Prison. 

6) Hugo Torres, on 7 October, an attorney whose client, 

Omar Gastellu, is held in Resistencia Prison. 

7) In late September ten disappearances in Cordoba were report- 
ed to Amnesty International, including the cases of Gerardo 
Luna, .Maria Eulalia Cevallos, Norma Vascone, Liliana Lagosian, 
Gustavo Serra, Maria Angela Tarella, Ricardo Ber.nasa, .Angela 
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